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National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Cancer Framework Feedback Survey
This survey seeks your feedback on the Draft National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Cancer Framework developed by Cancer Australia in partnership with Menzies School of Health Research.

The Framework sets out priority areas for action in order to improve cancer outcomes for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people. It is designed to allow flexibility for jurisdictions, communities and organisations to address those priorities in ways that suit their local context needs. 

The Framework is not a specific action plan with strategies, key responsibilities or targets.

Please note: you will need a copy of the draft Framework to refer to when completing this survey.

This survey will take 10- 15 minutes to complete.

By continuing with the survey you are agreeing that the information you provide may be used to refine the Draft National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Cancer Framework. Any personal information you share will be used and kept by Cancer Australia in accordance with the Privacy Act 1988 and the Australian Privacy Principles. 
If you would like a copy of your survey responses, or if you have any concerns about this survey, please contact samantha.webster@canceraustralia.gov.au  or on 02 9357 9425.

Demographic Information 
1. What is your organisation?  Australian Indigenous Doctors’ Association
2. Are you answering this survey as an individual or on behalf of your organisation?
 Individual response (continue with 2a)
X Organisational response (skip to question 3)

2.a. Are you of Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander descent?
 No
 Yes, Aboriginal 
 Yes, Torres Strait Islander
 Yes, both Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
2.b. What is your role and/or experience in cancer care? (please select as many categories as relevant)

 Patient/survivor
 Consumer advocate or ambassador
 Carer and/or family member of someone affected by cancer
 Community leader or member interested in cancer
 Health professional
 Researcher
 Policy advisor
 Project manager/officer
 Australian Government
 State or Territory Government
 Other ______________________________
 Non-Government Organisation
 Community Organisation
 Health board
 Primary health care 
 Cancer centre
 Hospital
 Public health 
 Medicare local/Primary health network
 Manager 



3. What is your organisation’s or your personal post code? (If you are not sure, please write 'Not sure') 2600

Feedback on the Draft National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Cancer Framework
4. Based on your experience are the priorities identified in the National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Cancer Framework correct?
No, extremely incorrect        No, incorrect	     Somewhat correct	          Yes, correct	       Yes, very correct	               Not sure
						X				
If no, what would you change? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5.a. Would you make any changes to the enablers for Priority 1? (see below)

AIDA supports the enablers below and suggests the following addition:
Priority 1.    Improve knowledge, attitudes and understanding of cancer by individuals, families and community members (across the continuum)  

 Enablers: 
· Strengthen community capacity to promote cancer literacy, particularly among younger generations and to support Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people affected by cancer.
· Utilise survivors, champions and peer support groups to promote cancer literacy and share their lived experiences about cancer to reduce misconceptions.
· Use evidence based public awareness programs and health promotion strategies, that specifically address the concerns and needs of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people as relevant to particular points in the cancer continuum (i.e. broad community requires general knowledge about cancer, symptoms, survivability, screening; those diagnosed or supporting those affected by cancer have more specific knowledge needs).
· Ensure that information is available that addresses the concerns and needs of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people across the cancer continuum, in formats and language/s that are accessible and culturally appropriate. 
· Support is provided to primary health services to deliver health advice in a culturally safe environment that encourages Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander patients and their families to ask questions, seek further information and return for follow up if required.
5.b. Would you make any changes to the enablers for Priority 2? (see below)
AIDA supports the enablers below and suggests the following addition:
Priority 2. Focus prevention activities to address specific barriers and enablers to minimise cancer risk for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people 

Enablers: 
· Use evidence-based, best practice public awareness programs and health promotion strategies that address the specific concerns and needs of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people; developed by or with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people. This includes focussing on the concerns and needs of sub groups such as men and youth; suited to local contexts; and/or addressing particular local barriers or enablers
· Maintain momentum on tobacco control and increase attention to other key risk factors including physical inactivity and obesity, chronic infections and alcohol consumption.   
· Facilitate the integration of cancer prevention activity with primary health care and other chronic condition prevention activities (e.g. healthy living programs)
· Focus prevention funding towards ongoing programs rather than one-off activities.
· Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander health workers deliver key cancer prevention messages to community.
· All health professionals working with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander patients have adequate training and skills in delivering culturally safe health care and medical advice.


5.c. Would you make any changes to the enablers for Priority 3? (see below)
AIDA supports the enablers below and suggests the following addition:
Priority 3. Increase access to and participation in cancer screening and early detection activities 

Enablers: 
· Increase Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander involvement with screening programs and in planning for local screening services.
· Strengthen community capacity to increase cancer literacy and encourage participation in screening.
· Develop partnerships between screening programs and primary health care services.
· Ensure regular primary health care checks include discussion and reminders about screening.
· Increase access to screening services by addressing barriers (e.g. mobile services, building relationships with community-based organisations, ensuring female staff for women’s cancer screening). Make screening services less confronting or alienating; more culturally appropriate.
· Ensure timely follow up of abnormal results in ways that facilitate progress to diagnosis and treatment if required (e.g. addressing cost or transport barriers to further testing, addressing fears about being diagnosed/treated for cancer)
· Encourage quality improvement initiatives that encourage screening and primary health care services to use their own data - including client feedback - to inform planning and improve the quality of screening services for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people.
· Identify and address barriers to participation in screening or early detection activities for specific groups or cancer types (e.g. men and boys, bowel cancer screening).
· Improve data collection activities where possible to ensure timely follow up with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander patients who require further treatment
5.d. Would you make any changes to the enablers for Priority 4? (see below)
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Priority 4. Ensure early diagnosis of symptomatic cancers 
AIDA supports the enablers below and suggests the following addition:
Enablers: 
· Improve knowledge about cancer symptoms and benefits of early detection (for both community members and health workforce).
· Ensure regular primary health care checks include discussion and reminders about screening.
· Increase engagement of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people with primary health care (addressing barriers to access including costs, transport, and fears of cultural alienation, limited health literacy).
· Establish agreed appropriate referral pathways that are known and supported by practitioners (including Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander health workers).
· Increase awareness amongst primary health care practitioners of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cancer as a priority, the potential for comorbidities to mask symptoms, and increase integration of cancer within chronic disease programs.
· Increase the capacity of medical practitioners to discuss screening and prevention with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people.
· Use cancer networks to build and strengthen connections between cancer specific services and primary health care services.
· Support health professionals working with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander patients to apply culturally safe approaches to diagnosis and discussion. This includes providing verbal and written information in a format that is understood by and accessible to the patient and supporting the patient in establishing and maintaining a follow up plan. 
5.e. Would you make any changes to the enablers for Priority 5? (see below)
AIDA supports the enablers below, with the following suggested addition:
Priority 5. Ensure Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people affected by cancer receive good quality, timely and appropriate treatment, services, and supportive and palliative care

Enablers:
· Establish agreed and appropriate referral pathways (including referral to supportive care and palliative care services) that are known and supported by practitioners (including Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander health workers).
· Understand and address barriers to accessing cancer services (including those between public and private systems).
· Ensure practice and service guidelines are designed and implemented with consideration of best practice cancer care for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people.
· Ensure active follow up of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people with cancer, preferably carried out by an Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander person, immediately after diagnosis and throughout the continuum of care.
· Identify the supportive care needs of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander patients and families at time of diagnosis and throughout the rest of the cancer continuum including through introducing the use of culturally relevant validated tools into routine practice.
· Ensure access to supportive care services tailored to the specific social, practical, and cultural needs of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people and families, including children.
· Provide ‘right place’ cancer care as close to home as (safely) possible.
· Extend the safe use of innovative approaches, such as tele-medicine, to minimise the need to travel for care.
· Ensure that, if required, travel and accommodation arrangements facilitate access to and completion of treatment or other aspects of care through consideration of the unique needs, including cultural obligations, of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people.
· Improve availability of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander health workers, hospital liaison officers and cancer coordinators (with both clinical and community knowledge) to actively assist patients, families and carers to navigate the system and access services. 
· Provide information that addresses the concerns and needs of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people across the cancer continuum, in formats and language/s that are accessible and culturally appropriate.
5.f. Would you make any changes to the enablers for Priority 6? (see below)
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Priority 6. Provide support for the families and carers of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people with cancer
AIDA supports the enablers below, but suggests regrouping in point two by putting transition to survivorship first before then moving to palliative and beyond end of life care. 
Enablers: 
· Identify and appropriately incorporate the role of families and carers into services for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people with cancer.
· Ensure that the psychosocial needs of families and carers are identified and addressed (from point of diagnosis through to the transition to survivorship.)
· Ensure that the psychosocial needs of families and carers are identified and addressed (from point of diagnosis, throughout treatment, during palliative care and beyond the end-of-life stage.)
· Ensure that families and carers have access to the information and services they need to appropriately support the person diagnosed with cancer.
· Build the capacity of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander health workers to provide appropriate cancer information and support.
6. How well does the National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Cancer Framework align with your organisations current activities?
               Not at all                   Not very well	             Somewhat	                   Well	              Very well	               Not sure
						X				
Please elaborate on the activities that align with the Framework or what differs: 
AIDA supports the development of the National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Cancer Framework (the framework) and notes the importance of a multi-disciplinary, culturally safe and community-oriented approach to addressing, diagnosing and treating instances of cancer in Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people. In particular, we see that the following key priorities of our organisation align with the framework:
· The linkages between Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander health and cultural safety are important, and need to be strongly valued and understood by the medical profession at all levels. It is well known that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people are more likely to access, and will experience better outcomes from, services that are culturally safe places for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people.  AIDA strongly advocates for efforts to strengthen cultural safety through: 
· the leadership of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people and national professional health organisations; 
· genuine partnerships between governments, institutions and other key stakeholders with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander organisations and communities; 
· the ongoing accumulation of knowledge of past and current Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander values, principles and norms; and 
· accountability mechanisms to ensure awareness of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander values, principles and norms are applied appropriately.
· AIDA advocates for curriculum to be developed that focuses on capabilities and competencies related to cultural safety for all doctors. We maintain that overall, more work needs to be done to support doctors develop an understanding of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander histories, thus assisting more effective and safe ways to interact and gain clinically relevant information from Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people.
· We also advocate for improved data collection across the health sector to address the under-identification of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people. Improved data collection will aid better diagnosis, culturally safe clinical practice and appropriate follow up for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander patients. 
We note these principles are evident in the enablers listed above. AIDA’s proposed wording in our dot points is to give further emphasis to the importance of culturally safe environments for patient care, culturally safe practices for clinical procedures and ensuring that all doctors are equipped with adequate awareness of how to practice in culturally safe ways.
7. How likely is it that your organisation might use the National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Cancer Framework to inform future activities?
          Not at all likely             Not very likely	        Somewhat likely	                  Likely	             Very likely	               Not sure
						X				
Do you have any further comments or feedback? 
AIDA would use the framework to inform our policy work as necessary. 
8. How might you/your organisation promote the National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Cancer Framework to maximise its impact?

AIDA’s Board member, Dr Tanya Schramm was a member of the project steering committee. This representation links the work associated with the development to date and ongoing implementation of the framework into the broader AIDA network. 
9. How might we collectively work together to maximise the impact of the National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Cancer Framework and improve cancer outcomes for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people?

AIDA is happy to promote the framework through our networks and we acknowledge the significance of the work that has been undertaken to date to get the framework to its current standard. We would be happy to remain engaged with this work as it develops and thank you for the opportunity to provide feedback at this stage.
Thank you
Thank you for taking the time to complete this important survey. We value your input. 

If you like to stay informed about the development of the National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Cancer Framework and know when it is finalised, please provide your contact details below. 
This information will be kept separate from your answers to the survey. All information obtained will be used and kept by Cancer Australia in accordance with the Privacy Act 1988 and the Australian Privacy Principles.
Name (optional) Dr Tammy Kimpton
Email (required) aida@aida.org.au
Organisation (optional) Australian Indigenous Doctors’ Association
Postal address (optional) ______________________________________
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